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Shipping industry unites behind 
‘game-changing’ Eyesea plan to 
map global oceanic pollution for the 
first time
• ‘Who’s who’ of maritime leaders, ship managers and owners pledge 

support for Eyesea’s evidence-based approach to tackling ocean and 
coastal pollution

• Launched officially today, the not-for-profit initiative is developing 
cutting-edge technology to collect pollution data and build 
comprehensive maps designed to inform and empower government 
and NGO environmental efforts

7 December, 2020

Shipping leaders have united in their support of pollution mapping initiative Eyesea which was officially 

launched today.

Eyesea, a not-for-profit organisation, uses cutting edge technology and the support of seafarers, ship 

owners, managers and maritime professionals to collect and process oceanic pollution data.

The data is used to build detailed maps and charts available free of charge to governments, clean-up 

groups, researchers, local authorities and a range of other stakeholders, enabling them to take targeted 

clean-up action and make evidence-based policy decisions.

“With the full support of the shipping community we believe Eyesea is a game-changer for global maritime 

pollution,” said Eyesea founder, Graeme Somerville-Ryan.

“Everyone from shipping involved in this project wants to tackle marine pollution in a more systematic and 

qualitative way than is currently possible. That was our start point. The solution we settled on was to create 

the first-ever global database of oceanic pollution.

“By identifying and tracking patterns of pollution over time, stakeholders will also be able to focus resources 

and policies to improve prevention.”

Approximately 60 commercial ships and a number of superyachts are currently preparing for sea trials of 

the beta version of the Eyesea app.
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The Eyesea reporting tool allows seafarers to collect and submit data on marine pollution by simply taking 

a photo and categorising the pollution type. Images are then automatically GPS-tagged, anonymised, and 

vetted before being incorporated into a comprehensive database of pollution to enable Eyesea to create 

detailed oceanic maps and charts.

“When we looked into the problem of blue water and coastal marine pollution, we found there was 

very little global data on the problem,” said Somerville-Ryan. “There were many assumptions based on 

small-scale data samples and unicorn-like rumours, but there was very little large scale data backed up 

by georeferenced points of interest. It occurred to us that solving the pollution problem was going to 

be impossible if we didn’t know accurately what was going on and where. Eyesea’s data and maps will 

empower environmental leaders with actionable, empirical evidence.”

Dentons Kensington Swan (New Zealand) provided a significant pro bono contribution in the setup of the 

incorporated not-for-profit society and IP protection. 

Somerville-Ryan said he had been overwhelmed by support from the shipping industry.

“Once I explained what I wanted to achieve, the response from the maritime industry was fantastic,” he 

said. “Now we want to build up our support network because, of course, the more ships and crew we have 

involved the better the data and the more actionable the maps will be.

“Everyone is welcome - it’s a long coast and a big ocean. We can only tackle pollution at sea by getting 

everyone involved, helping with whatever part they can.”

The development of the Eyesea reporting technology was funded by ChartWorld, the industry’s leading 

provider of digital navigation technology. CEO Steven Schootbrugge and Business Development Manager 

Oliver Schwarz have committed extensive resources to the initiative.

“When Graeme pitched Eyesea I was asked to give him 30 minutes. It took him 11 to get me on board and 

to agree that ChartWorld would develop and donate the App for this initiative” said Mr Schwarz.

“This is something our industry can do that no one else can.”

Ignace Van Meenen, Executive Board Member at MPC Capital AG and Eyesea’s inaugural Chairman, said: “As 

an industry, we have so much good to offer when it comes to environmental protection, but up until now, 

there have been few obvious shipping-backed initiatives to support. Eyesea is a very unique opportunity 

for the shipping industry to be the leader in environmental management and to work with members of the 

public for the good of the ocean. We’ve not seen anything quite like this before.

“No matter who we have talked to about Eyesea, we hear the same feedback from senior executives: ‘I want 

to do more, we have to do more’. As a result, we have been appointing Eyesea Ambassadors, volunteers 

from across the industry who personally believe in this project and who want to get the most out of 

Eyesea’s vast potential to drive and direct change.” 
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Somerville-Ryan believes Eyesea is an opportunity for seafarers and the wider shipping community that 

cares so deeply about the environmental health of the oceans to take meaningful action.

“Our people are in a unique position to observe, first-hand, the impact of human activity on the oceans,” 

he added. “But there is a sense of frustration from those who sail that there is nothing they can do about 

the things they see. Eyesea gives seafarers a different role - they can now be the ‘eyes of the ocean’, its 

protectors.” 

Further announcements will be made over the coming month in regards to companies involved in the 

initiatives and results from early data collection.

ENDS

Eyesea Officers/Board: Ignace Van Meenen (Chair/Hamburg), Raphael Sauleau (Deputy Chair/Monaco), 

David Furnival (IoM), Graeme Somerville-Ryan (Athens), Nakul Malhotra (SG), Reinier Jansen (Rotterdam/the 

Netherlands), Steve Bomgardner (USA/DC), Steven Schootbrugge (Cyprus)

Eyesea Ambassadors: Alex Hartnoll (SG), Alfonso Castillero (Washington DC), Andrew Foy (NZ), Brendon 

Hawley (SG), Constantin Baack (Hamburg), Ed Ewer (UK), Hayden Wilson (NZ), Hege Solstad (NOR), Ken 

Hasegawa (SG), Neil Godfrey (UK), Nick Fisher (UK), Oliver Schwarz (SG), Richard Turner (UK), Rob Aarvold 

(SG), Wesley van der Spuy (AUS), Richard Groves (AUS), Lars Ugland (IoM), Vinay Gupta (SG), Steven Jones 

(UK), and Tjard Juergens (SG).

Eyesea Volunteers: Mike King (UK), Kibo Bodøgaard (NOR), Lynne Clarke (UK), Teodor Coucheron-Gautier 

Teigen (NOR), Benson Peretti (Washington DC), Cath Robertshaw (IoM), Iain Cameron (DEN), and Mitch 

Cripps (AUS).

About Eyesea
Eyesea is a not-for-profit organization with a mission to map global pollution and maritime hazards. Without 

proper data on maritime pollution – what and where it is – effective solutions are hard to find. In 2020 we 

developed the concept of using geotagged pictures to chart (‘map’ for you landlubbers) maritime pollution. 

Funding and support have been obtained, and our mapping solution is currently under development.

Contact

Mike King: eyesea@mkingassociates.com

Graeme Somerville-Ryan: graeme@eyesea.org
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